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Fueled by adrenaline and filled with
talent, these determined young men,
led by Coach Frank Zamora, ulti-
mately went on to defeat the St. Pius
Golden Lions, boasting a final score of
4-2.

Congratulations to the Johnson High
School boys soccer team on an impres-
sive win and another exciting State
championship title.

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

Mr. CLYDE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor our brave men and
women in blue.

Our Nation is blessed with heroic law
enforcement officers who pursue a
thankless career dedicated to main-
taining law and order, keeping our
communities safe, and answering the
call when criminals strike.

Law enforcement officers are heroes
in our communities. They are the he-
roes that are desperately needed, but
they don’t often receive the recogni-
tion that they deserve.

This week, National Police Week, we
honor our local, State, and Federal law
enforcement officers. As far as I am
concerned, every week should be Na-
tional Police Week. These men and
women always deserve gratitude for
their service and sacrifice.

Yet, law enforcement officers nation-
wide are facing increasingly chal-
lenging conditions, forcing many to
leave the force and causing others to
avoid it altogether, leaving police de-
partments across the country strug-
gling to keep staff and fill vacant posi-
tions.

The horrendous conditions that are
generating the low morale are sky-
rocketing crime rates, rising attacks
on law enforcement, and growing calls
from the left to advance soft-on-crime
agendas.
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In fact, last year alone, a record
breaking 73 police officers were trag-
ically Kkilled in the line of duty. As of
this month, 123 have already been shot
in 2022, including 19 murdered by crimi-
nals.

Unfortunately, in Georgia’s Ninth
District they know horrific reality all
too well. Back in November of last
year, my home county, Jackson Coun-
ty, lost both a mother and a heroic law
enforcement officer, Deputy Lena Mar-
shall. After responding to a domestic
call that escalated to a violent shoot-
out, Deputy Marshall’s life was taken
while serving to keep Georgians safe.

Make no mistake, this attack—and
any attack of criminal violence toward
law enforcement—is an assault on jus-
tice.

Despite the radical left’s persistent
efforts to disarm, demonize, and defund
the police, policies that weaken law en-
forcement simply empower criminals,
worsening the ongoing crime crisis.

In contrast, I remain dedicated to
providing our law enforcement officers
with the community support, the re-
sources, and the political backing
needed to address surging crime across
the country.
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Undermining the authority of the he-
roes that protect and serve is des-
picable, which is why we continue the
fight to ensure that all law enforce-
ment officers are fully equipped in
their mission to keep our community
safe.

May God bless all the men and
women in blue who willingly put their
lives on the line for ours, and may we
honor all of the fallen officers who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty. May God bless all of the loved
ones of current, fallen, and future law
enforcement officers who provide tre-
mendous support both on and off duty.

We thank you and we honor you for
your selfless service.

——
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STANTON). The Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from  Florida (Mrs.
DEMINGS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, in 1962,
President Kennedy proclaimed May 15
as National Peace Officers Memorial
Day, and the week of May 15 as Na-
tional Police Week. Established in 1962
by a joint resolution of this body, Na-
tional Police Week pays special rec-
ognition to law enforcement officers
who lost their lives in the line of duty.

Last year, in my home State of Flor-
ida, we lost 51 law enforcement offi-
cers. I pause to honor them today. I
was sworn in as a police officer in 1984.
I shall never forget my oath or the in-
describable feeling of being a police of-
ficer. Police officers do it all: they
coach little league baseball, football,
basketball, they deliver meals to sen-
iors, mentor teens, and buy teddy bears
for abused and neglected children. We
also know they run to murders, rapes,
robberies, burglaries, and other vicious
assaults, including domestic violence
calls. They respond, without hesi-
tation, hoping and praying for a peace-
ful resolution, but never really know-
ing what the outcome will be.

This year, 617 new names will be
added to the memorial wall, fallen offi-
cers who lost their lives through vio-
lence, crashes, assaults. There were 439
officers that lost their lives to COVID-
19 while doing everything they could to
protect and serve their communities.

Representing central Florida, I will
take a moment, Mr. Speaker, to re-
member my brother, Orange County
Deputy First Class Craig Seijos. Every
day Deputy Seijos went to work,
‘“Making a Difference”’, serving the Or-
ange County Sheriff’s Office and the
citizens of Orange County, Florida, for
30 years. He is gone but will never be
forgotten.

The 62 law enforcement officers
added to the memorial wall this year
lost their lives through gunfire. As the
36th chief of police of the Orlando Po-
lice Department, I would like to tell
you about one of them, Officer Kevin
Valencia.

On June 11 of 2018, Officer Valencia
responded to a domestic violence call
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involving a convicted felon holding a
woman and four children at gunpoint.
While attempting to rescue those chil-
dren, the gunman shot through the
door critically injuring Kevin.

Kevin fought hard but succumbed to
his injuries last year. Kevin Valencia,
only 29 years of age, was a good police
officer, one full of courage, full of
pride, and commitment. Officer Valen-
cia is gone, but he will never be forgot-
ten.

Mr. Speaker, as we honor these men
and women for their service, we here in
this body—the same one in 1962 who
passed the joint resolution—have an
obligation to continue to support legis-
lation that will help keep our law en-
forcement officers safe and will give
them the tools needed to perform the
tough job, the dangerous job that they
do every day.

Protectors, guardians—when they
need to be—warriors—when they need
to be—public servants, America law en-
forcement officers, my brothers and
sisters in blue, many have given much.
These officers whose names appear on
the memorial wall have given all. Let’s
honor their memories, their service,
their sacrifice.

————
HONORING NASCC EXCELLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
the men and women of Naval Air Sta-
tion Corpus Christi for taking first
place in the U.S. Navy’s Installation
Excellence Award.

Awarded by the Commander of Naval
Installations Command, this achieve-
ment rightfully recognizes Naval Air
Station Corpus Christi for superior per-

formance, installation management,
program excellence, and community
outreach.

This honor is a true testament to the
hard work and devotion to mission suc-
cess that is put forth daily by so many.

Residing along the Corpus Christi
Bay, Naval Air Station Corpus Christi
has been home to naval pilot training
since 1941. Along with producing the
finest naval aviators in the world,
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi
serves as a major hub or naval activity
in south Texas.

From the newest graduates arriving
from recruit training to the installa-
tion’s commander, Christopher Jason, I
have witnessed professionalism and
dedication of the individuals who have
earned this distinction.

I thank everyone stationed at NAS
Corpus Christi for their service and ex-
tend my congratulations to NAS Cor-
pus Christi on this achievement.

I wish Captain Jason the best as he
represents the U.S. Navy in competi-
tion for the 2022 Commander in Chiefs
Award for Installation Excellence, and
I look forward to the NAS Corpus
Christi’s continued excellence and
achievement, and couldn’t be prouder
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